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Building Capacity to Preserve

INTANGIBLE 
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

and a 

SENSE OF PLACE

A  TRINITY
SEDUCTION

OCTOBER 2016 and BEYOND



he Mission of the WBMNL is to safeguard the knowledge and  skills of the people 
associated with the historical design, construction and working life of Newfoundland T and Labrador's traditional wooden boats. 

hallenges to be met include convincing the old to appreciate the importance of what 
they know; inspiring the old to teach the young; convincing the young there is value in 
cultural heritage; inspiring the young to learn from the old; demonstrating the C

potential offered by the boat as an experiential learning tool; and developing sustainable social, 
education and economic models for INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE activity.

A PLAY IN THREE PARTS

ACT I
SETTING THE STAGE
Preparing for October 2016
Experiential learning project - pilot project within the St. John's high school system.

School boat building project - Port Rexton's Bishop White All Grade School.

Heritage fair projects - coordination with the Historic Sites Association School Fair projects. Finalists 
participate in the Trinity Seduction.

A community project - seasoned boat builders and youth join together in a demonstration building project.

Juried provincial art contest - entries to be on show at Fisher's Loft premises in Port Rexton for a full season.

Enticing participants - a full cast of characters
People with success stories to share A generational cross-section Students
Educators Community leaders Government players
Entrepreneurs Artists of many disciplines Hospitality sector leaders
A strong international presence Our older generation with knowledge and skills to share

The annual WBMNL conference on the Baccalieu Trail in September 2015 

Although Newfoundland and Labrador is unique in many ways, there are great examples from elsewhere in 
the world demonstrating how boatbuilding and playing with boats can be used to great effect. And, while 
there is value in individual pieces of cultural heritage such as wooden boats, there is greater strength in the 
sum of the cultural pieces - the sea and its riches, rugged coastlines and sheltered bays, “the human 
experience in the landscape, local knowledge and folklore”, food, the arts and craftsmanship. It is the sum 
of the pieces that truly defines our sense of place within a global world.

a bold step along the path to fulfilling the mission



EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

CULTURAL TOURISM

PARTNERSHIPS

A TRINITY SEDUCTION
Seduction  -  s?' d?kSH(?)n  -  the process of deliberately enticing a person

ACT II

ACT III
THE LEGACY

Educational Programmes and Tourism Products 
for cultural tourism, experiential learning opportunities in our schools, and youth at risk 
solutions within our community.

The Agenda

I. ICH and a Sense of Place
Why Intangible Cultural Heritage is important to our 
communities and our sense of identity.

II. Inspiration
Accounts from away illustrating the potential for 
exploiting boats for greater purpose.

III. Analysis 
Analysing ideas shared and lessons learned.

IV. The Newfoundland and Labrador Context
Applying lessons learned to the circumstances and 
resources of Newfoundland and Labrador.

V. Partnerships and Programmes 
Developing initiatives and partnerships to create 
programmes for cultural tourism, experiential learning 
opportunities in our schools and youth at risk solutions 
within our community. 

VI. On the water challenge
Teams form to compete in a heritage activity relay race.

October 2016 - A 3 day gathering in Trinity and Trinity  Bight designed to stimulate the imagination

The Agenda

I. ICH and a Sense of Place
Why Intangible Cultural Heritage is important to our 
communities and our sense of identity.

II. Inspiration
Accounts from away illustrating the potential for 
exploiting boats for greater purpose.

III. Analysis 
Analysing ideas shared and lessons learned.

IV. The Newfoundland and Labrador Context
Applying lessons learned to the circumstances and 
resources of Newfoundland and Labrador.

V. Partnerships and Programmes 
Developing initiatives and partnerships to create 
programmes for cultural tourism, experiential learning 
opportunities in our schools and youth at risk solutions 
within our community. 

VI. On the water challenge
Teams form to compete in a heritage activity relay race.

Cultural Immersion

I. Heritage Fair Projects
Winning projects on display

II. Visual Arts
Art competition pieces on display at 
Fisher’s Loft

III. Boatbuilding Project 
Demonstration project on display

IV. Tradition kitchen party
Well known musicians and delegates 
join together in a musical evening

V. Dinner theatre 
Rising Tide Theatre plays to the past

VI. Artisanal skills on display
Artisans of many disciplines 
demonstrate their talents

VII Traditional crafts on display



Safeguarding a Living Heritage
“Just like culture in general, intangible heritage is constantly changing  and evolving 
and being enriched by each new generation. Many expressions and manifestations of 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE are under threat, endangered by 
globalization and cultural homogenisation, and also by lack of support, appreciation 
and understanding. If intangible cultural heritage is not nurtured, it risks becoming 
lost forever, or frozen as a practice belonging to the past. Preserving this heritage and 
passing it on to future generations strengthens it, and keeps it alive while allowing for 
it to change and adapt.
In order to safeguard intangible cultural heritage, WE NEED DIFFERENT 
MEASURES from the ones used for conserving monuments, sites and natural 
spaces. For intangible to be kept alive, it must be relevant to a culture and be 
regularly practised and learned within communities and between generations.”

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing - ABSOLUTELY NOTHING 
- half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats. Simply messing 
about in boats - or with boats. In or out of 'em, it doesn't matter.”  

Said Ratty to Mole in Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind and the Willows
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CONTACT
Beverley King

inquiries@woodenboatmuseum.com
1 709 583 2070
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