11th Annual Wooden Boat Conference - September 28-29, 2018 - Twillingate, NL

Volume 8, Issue No. 1, 2018

Wooden
Boat
News
Look Aft and Learn

Celebrating
Ten Years as
a Provincial
Museum

In This Issue...
New Dories For
Portugal Cove- St. Philip’s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Isles Wooden Boat Builders. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Building Partnerships To Build Boats. . . . . 3
Out & About. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Another exciting milestone is being celebrated by the
Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and Labrador
in 2018. This year marks the tenth year of operation as a
provincial entity. Having recognized the need to safeguard
wooden boat heritage not only in the Town of Winterton,
but throughout the province, the former Winterton
Boatbuilding and Community Museum rebranded itself
as the “Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and
Labrador” (WBMNL). WBMNL has grown with this
mandate from its community roots to a provincial focus
to archive, conserve, exhibit and transmit this Province's
knowledge and history of wooden boats, their economic use
and contribution to community life.
The documentation program developed by the Museum sees
researchers travel throughout the province interviewing and
learning from boat builders, fishers and their families. The
research collected forms a basis for new exhibits developed
and displayed at the headquarters in Winterton as well as
community exhibits in Twillingate (St. Peter’s Anglican
Church Hall) and Trinity (Court House).
As a key tourism destination in the province, WBMNL
offers a variety of boat building experiences at its
headquarters in Winterton. Now open for the season,
visitors are welcome to view the Museum’s exhibits through
a guided or self guided tour. For a unique experience,
visitors can join our boat builder in the shed. Sign up to
take part in a full day or weeklong workshop suitable for
the whole family (ages 13+). Children’s Workshops (ages
5-12) also available. Further details on these programs and
10th Anniversary celebrations are available at
www.woodenboatnl.com.

Boat Building Room

New Dories For
Portugal Cove - St. Philip’s
The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and
Labrador archives, conserves, exhibits and transmits
our wooden boat history and its contribution to the
province’s economy and way of life.
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Membership:
Individual membership is $30 and includes
unlimited free admission to the Wooden Boat
Museum in Winterton for one year (and 10 per
cent discount on guest admissions); 10 per cent
discount at the museum store in Winterton; and
free subscription to Wooden Boat News.

The Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s
Regatta will welcome three new
dories to their fleet this year, a project
made possible through a partnership
between the Wooden Boat Museum
and the Town of Portugal Cove-St.
Philip’s.
WBMNL Boat Builder Jerome
Canning and WBMNL Chair Jim
Dempsey led a week-long workshop
in mid-May at the Portugal Cove
Marina. Participants took part in
completing two dories, both built
with 13-foot bottoms and measure 17
feet from stem to stern. A third dory,
built during a 2017 boat building
workshop in Winterton, was also
sold to the Town to replace all three
boats in their aging fleet.
The Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s
Regatta, originally known as the
Broad Cove Races, began in the
1870s and has run continuously, with
the exception of the first and second
world wars. This year’s Regatta
will be held on June 30, 2018 at St.
Philip’s Marina.

Isles Wooden Boat Builders
A large crowd gathered at St. Peter’s Parish Hall on Saturday, May 26th for
the unveiling of our new exhibit “Isles Wooden Boat Builders”. The Museum
partnered with the Isles Wooden Boat Builders Committee in Twillingate to
provide new interpretive materials that feature nine (9) local boat builders
interviewed by WBMNL Documentation team in 2015. Drop by the Parish
Hall (located next to the Twillingate Museum) on your next trip to Twillingate
to see them for yourself!

For information on other membership
categories and benefits, contact Beverley King.
Phone 709-583-2070 or email
bkingheritage@gmail.com.
Newsletter:
Wooden Boat News is published four times
a year. Members contribute most of the
information and photos for this publication.
Inquiries and Mailing:
Beverley King, Secretary
L-R: Hedley Pardy, Harry Pardy, Eric Bourden, Max Hussey, Roy Jenkins, Alf Manuel, Calvin
LeDrew, Jack Lane and Ray Boone

Building Partnerships To Build Boats
The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and Labrador
partnered with Memorial University’s Faculty of Education again
this past winter to offer a 12-week boat building workshop at the
St. John’s campus. Led by WBMNL Boat Builder Jerome Canning,
participants were guided through the complete construction of a
16’4″ rodney, originally built by Marcus French of Winterton.
In addition to learning the technical skills required to attach the stem
to the keel, shape the timbers and hang the planks, participants were
also introduced to the intangible cultural heritage tied to this rodney,
which was documented by David Taylor in the 1970s as part of his
Folklore Masters thesis in Wooden Boat Building. The boat was
reconstructed from the information Mr. French provided through
oral history interviews, measurements collected in fieldwork and the
moulds that have been preserved by the Museum.
Workshop participants had the opportunity to learn about the
3-piece mould and how it was used, a traditional method of boat
design that was used Mr. French in the original design of this boat.
Stories shared between sawdust and shavings highlighted our rich
provincial heritage of wooden boat design, construction and use.
The rodney has found a home with Renee and Duane Collins of
Hare Bay Adventures, specialized in rowing, fishing and hiking
experiences in Bonavista Bay.
Workshop participants at MUN

Rodney on display at MUN Library

To inquire about 2019 Wooden Boat
Building Workshops at Memorial
University, please call
Beverley King at (709) 583-2070.

Rodney in the water at Hare Bay

Out and About
Museum raises $31,000 at 4th “Only a Boat” Fundraiser
Our 4th “Only a Boat” Fundraising
Dinner and Auction took place at
the Holiday Inn in St. John’s on
February 24, 2018. The evening was a
tremendous success and all proceeds
from the event enable the Museum
to carry out programs across the
province.
A special thank you to Nicole and
Maureen from The Destination
Experts and AMA Waterways for their
donation of our major raffle prize –
an “Enchanting Rhine” River Boat
Cruise for two! Congratulations to the
winner of the cruise – Evelyn Reid.
The Museum expresses its sincere
thanks to our Gala Committee,
Wayne Bartlett (Auctioneer / MC),
volunteers, donators of auction and
raffle items, desserts and all attendees.

L-R – Sandra Gardiner (AMA Waterways);
Jack Harrison / Evelyn Reid (Cruise Winner);
Nicole Kavanagh / Maureen Bennett
(The Destination Experts)

Jr. Miss NL – Melissa George displays painting
“King Cod” by Florence Maud Pinhorn

Dessert Auction – HUGE thank you to all those who donated desserts

Building Partnerships – Creating Experiences
11th Annual Wooden Boat Conference will take place in Twillingate on September 28th and 29th, 2018. Join us as we
celebrate 10 years as a provincial organization. Details can be found on our website at www.woodenboatnl.com.
Register before September 1st and save $20.00 on your registration fees.

Look Aft and Learn is Our Motto
Seafarers commonly say “look aft” to mean look behind, to the rear and the wake of the vessel. As a wooden
boat museum, we feel it is a fitting expression that shows our commitment to looking to our history and
heritage as a means of learning for the future.

