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2nd “Only a Boat”
Fundraising Gala
Huge Success
“A Huge Success”!! Our 2nd Only a Boat Fundraising
Gala was held at the Holiday Inn, St. John’s on May
3, 2013 and the Museum saw a profit of $30,000!
Volunteers donned in their rubber boots, circulated
the room selling raffle tickets, encouraging bidding
at the silent auction and ensuring that guests were
enjoying their evening.
228 people filled the room – our corporate support
increased from 11 tables in 2011 to 15 in 2013! Pan
Fried Cod was the main course for the evening,
followed by our “Dessert Auction”! Each of the
25 tables pooled together their money in hopes of
being the highest bidder and receiving the right to be
the 1st to choose from the 29 desserts! We wish to
thank all those who donated desserts for this auction
– there were no losers – each and every one of the
desserts was delicious!
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Volunteer Lucy Always selling raffle tickets
by the “Armsl Length”- Photo by Sam Mest

Five local artists provided us with original artwork
for our live auction – Gerald Squires, George Horan,
Clifford George, Florence Pinhorn and Winston
Osmond. Sincere thanks to all for your donation to
the Museum.

Auctioneer/MC for the event Wayne
Bartlett - Photo by Jennifer Finn

Our Live Auction was a huge hit with the group!
With assistance from our Vannas - Miss Teen NL
2012 (Emily Bland), Miss NL 2012 (Chelsea Ash)
and Miss Teen NL 2013 (Rayley Mackey) – our
MC/Auctioneer, Wayne Bartlett did a fantastic job
getting big dollars for our Live Auction items.
Choosing a dessert was no easy
task for Rick Young!
- Photo by Sam Mest

WBMNL Director Melvin Green and
Miss Teen NL 2013 Rayley Mackay singing
“Salt Water Joys” - Photo by Sam Mest

The “TOP” item for the evening was a Kitchen Party for 25 people, hosted by
WBMNL Director Melvin Green! Melvin performed several of his favorite tunes
and was quite pleased to sell not one, but two Kitchen Parties! A Boat Building
Workshop for 10 people, along with a lunch of Fish n’ Brewis, was also sold at the
event. We look forward to your continued support at our next Gala!

We wish to express our sincere thanks to our Gala
The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and
Labrador archives, conserves, exhibits and transmits
our wooden boat history and its contribution to the
province’s economy and way of life.

Committee, Wayne Bartlett, volunteers, donators of auction items and
participants for your support. We look forward to your continued support at
our next Gala!
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6th Annual Wooden Boat Conference
September 13th-14th, 2013 Glovertown, NL

Website:
www.woodenboatnl.com

Membership:
Individual membership is $30 and includes
unlimited free admission to the Wooden Boat
Museum in Winterton for one year (and 10 per
cent discount on guest admissions); 10 per cent
discount at the museum store in Winterton; and
free subscription to Wooden Boat News.
For information on other membership
categories and benefits, contact Beverley King.
Phone 709-583-2070 or email
bkingheritage@gmail.com.
Newsletter:
Wooden Boat News is published four times
a year. Members contribute most of the
information and photos for this publication.
Chief Editor:
Chris Osmond
Inquiries and Mailing:
Beverley King, Secretary

Conference kicks off on Friday at 11:00 AM
-Make and Break Maintenance Workshop
-Boats in the Harbour Event
-Meet and Greet

Saturday’s AM sessions will include:
-History of Glovertown Boats & Their Builders
-Panel Discussion on the Make & Break Engine
-Boat Builders Demonstration
Saturday PM sessions will focus on the oldest shipwreck ever found in Canada, at Red Bay
Labrador - San Juan. Come hear how the Basque Maritime Museum in San Sebastian are
using Parks Canada research to build a full-scale seaworthy replica of the 16-meter, three
masted vessel.
Full Spouses Program
-Tour of Janes House Museum
-Watercolour Mono-print craft session
-Hike - Ken Diamond Park
Conference will close with a good Home Cooked
Meal and Kitchen Party!

For more information, or to register, check out our website at www.woodenboatnl.com
or contact Beverley King - 709-583-2070 or by email bkingheritage@gmail.com
Registration packages are also available at JANES HOUSE MUSEUM or by contacting
Doug Churchill (533-3358) or David Saunders (533-1003).

A time’s Old Tradition
Photos and Article by Jim Hildebrand –The Pilot

Roy Jenkins has built many boats over the years – two skiffs,
10 speed boats, one motor boat and a punt. This past winter he
decided to build a 21-foot traditional motorboat. Roy refers to
the boat as a “runabout”– a boat that is used mainly for running
around the harbour and doing some handlining or trawling.

The general consensus was to hold a traditional boat launch.
It would be a great opportunity for neighbors to get together
and reminisce about old boats. A crowd of about 100 persons
showed up to help with the launch or just to join in the
festive event at Hart’s Cove, Twillingate. Children as young
as six years old and all ages up to the 92 year old Nelson
Keefe, came out to witness the activities and help push the
boat on its way. Bill Bulgin sang the Johnny Poker.
Oh, it’s to me, Johnny Poker
We’ll haul dis heavy joker
And it’s to me, Johnny Poker
Haul, boys, haul

His brother Raymond cut the juniper that he used for the
ribs. Darrell Stuckless helped him cut the spruce for the
keel and planks. John Holwell helped him find his stem
on Chapel Island. He found a knee for his stern in Gander
Bay and another he bought from a neighbor. Andy Anstey’s
sawmill in Purcell’s Harbour sawed his wood, which sat
for about a year. He used the moulds from a motorboat
belonging to Keith Hill from Little Burnt Bay and on October
22, 2012 he laid the keel.
A 20 Yanmar Diesel motor that was found on a beach in
Tizzard’s Harbour, was repaired, cleaned up and installed
in the motorboat. About 3200 stainless steel screws were
used to put the boat together. Oakum, which he had to order
from the United States, and spun yarn from Hayward Baggs
in Twillingate were used to cork the seams. He painted his
planks and ribs so that they would not dry out and midMarch the work was completed.

Slowly but surely the boat moved from Roy’s garden to
the beach by Jack Troake’s wharf. A steady stream of
volunteers moved the ways that were passed over to the front
of the boats path and there were plenty of people on hand to
take a turn at the haul. The boat finally slipped gently into
the water and with a little puff of smoke the motor came to
life. With a little sputter and breaths held, the motor started
purring like a kitten and the boat was off with Roy and his
brother Ray spinning around the cove.
It was a proud moment for Mr. Jenkins and a good day for
Twillingate!

WBMNL Takes a “Gander” at River Boats
Ryan Stacey

This summer the WBMNL’s documentation team travelled
to the Gander Bay region to learn about Gander River
Boats from the people who build them and use them. As
an intern from the Marine Institute, my primary task was
to collect measurements and construction details that will
allow us to create a lines plan for boats otherwise shaped
by memory and habit.
Along with WBMNL’s folklorist Crystal Braye, I had
the chance to speak to a number of builders in the area
including Basil Gillingham and Lester Vivian who have
each built more than 100 of these boats. We also had the
chance to speak with others who have grown up on and
around river boats and to share in some of their stories
about life on the Gander River.
The Gander River Boats themselves are mostly built in
Gander Bay (where they are known as a Gander Bay
Boat) and can be found on rivers from Labrador to
British Columbia. Designed for use on open river waters,
these boats are similar to canoes but have a prominent
stem and a transom to accommodate an outboard motor.
Before motors were available, Gander River Boats were
constructed with a mirrored stem and stern and were pick
poled, paddled and sailed up and down the river. They are
constructed to be very sturdy and be able to withstand the
force of the river and unseen obstacles lying beneath the
water. Shaped to be manoeuvrable in shallow water, the
builders we spoke to told us that 24 feet long is ideal for
navigating the river’s current.
As new technologies replace older ways the Gander River
Boat continues to adapt. Just as outboard boards gradually
replaced sails, fiberglass is now replacing wood as a
building material. Tragically, the skills and techniques of
wooden boat builders is now a dying art. As a student,
speaking to these builders and working with measurements
taken from their boats has given me a new outlook on my
program that will stay with me as I complete my diploma.
As technologies continue to advance it is important to
“look aft and learn” and not allow our old ways of life to
become lost and forgotten.

Ryan Stacey taking measurements from a
Gander River Boat built by Basil Gillingham

Gander River Boat on the collar in Appleton

Look Aft and Learn is our motto.
Seafarers commonly say “look aft” to mean look behind, to the rear and the wake of the vessel. As a wooden
boat museum, we feel it is a fitting expression that shows our commitment to looking to our history and
heritage as a means of learning for the future.

