
Wooden Boat 
Museum Hosts 
its Annual 
Conference
The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and Labrador 
hosted their 11th Annual Wooden Boat Conference from 
September 28-29. The conference was held in Twillingate, 
in partnership with The Isles Wooden Boat Builders, 
fittingly, the theme was “Building Partnerships, Creating 
Experiences”.

The conference kicked off with the annual Boats in the 
Harbour on Friday afternoon. Mr. Alf Manual, boat builder, 
brought interested participants around Twillingate harbour 
in his self-built motorboat. Friday evening, we held our 
Meet and Greet, where our Board of Directors, community 
partners, members, staff and boat building enthusiasts had 
an opportunity to share ideas informally.

Saturday’s conference sessions were focused around 
how community partnerships with municipalities, 
educational institutions, and other tourism businesses 
can assist with creating sustainable tourism experiences 
and programming to encourage the transmission of boat 
building knowledge. We heard from speakers from the 
Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s, WBMNL, Destination 
Management Organizations – Legendary Coasts of Eastern 
Newfoundland and Adventure Central – as well as Les 
Zigotos – Saint-Pierre’s wooden boat association.  

Following the presentations, an intimate, on-stage, 
interview was conducted by Folklorist, Crystal Braye and 
Boat Builders, Jerome Canning, Alf Manual and Jack Lane.  
The conference ended with the conference dinner followed 
by the annual Kitchen Party held at the Orange Lodge with 
some great performances by local performers.
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Museum Memberships make great gifts - Purchase one today

Many thanks to all those who made our conference a success - 
our financial and corporate sponsors; our caterers who provided 
delicious meals and snacks throughout the conference; and 
our venue providers. A special thank you to Kim Osmond and 
Eleanor Manual for planning our Spouses Program.



Birch Bark and Spruce  
Root in Conne River 
In August, our Folklorist Crystal Braye travelled to Conne River to learn 
about birch bark canoes traditionally used by Mi’kmaq on the island. She met 
with master canoe builder Billy Joe, his son Sylvester and Derek Stride who 
were working on a twenty-one foot birch bark canoe. Billy showed Crystal 
how to attach the birch bark to the gunnel of the canoe using spruce root. 
When they ran out of roots, she joined them in the woods to learn how to 
harvest more. 

The skills to build birch bark canoes were revived in Conne River about 
twenty years ago and since then, Billy and others have built canoes 
annually at the Powwow Grounds. Miawpukek First Nations have used the 
canoes they've built for voyages as far as Cape Breton, demonstrating the 
seaworthiness of the traditionally crafted vessel. They plan to paddle the 
canoe built this summer from Conne River to Placentia and then donate it to 
Parks Canada for display at Castle Hill National Historic Site in recognition 
of 17th and 18th century French-Mi’kmaq alliances. 

Boats and Builders  
in Labrador
This summer our Documentation Project focused on boats and boat builders 
in Labrador. In August, we travelled from Blanc Sablon to Cartwright and 
interviewed twenty-two people about boats and boat building, the fisheries, 
and memories of growing up on the coast of Labrador. People told us about 
salmon fishing with their fathers, hauling their wood with dog teams in 
the days before snowmobiles, and moving between communities with the 
seasons. 
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Individual membership is $30 and includes 
unlimited free admission to the Wooden Boat 
Museum in Winterton for one year (and 10 per 
cent discount on guest admissions); 10 per cent 
discount at the museum store in Winterton; and 
free subscription to Wooden Boat News.

For information on other membership 
categories and benefits, contact Beverley King.
Phone 709-583-2070 or email 
bkingheritage@gmail.com.

Wooden Boat News is published four times
a year. Members contribute most of the 
information and photos for this publication.

Inquiries and Mailing:
Beverley King, Secretary

The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and 
Labrador archives, conserves, exhibits and transmits 
our wooden boat history and its contribution to the 
province’s economy and way of life.



In Cartwright, we found a regionally unique 
style of speedboat built with carvel or strip 
planking (smooth) from garboard to crop 
of bilge and four lapped (or clinker) planks 
finishing up the sheerline. This style of boat 
was common in Sandwich Bay, with the late 
Bruce Martin and Clayton Learning named 
as notable builders. Today, boats being built 
in the community have dropped the lapped 
planks in favour of strip planking and added a 
splash rail, which mimics the bottom lap that 
was lost and helps to minimize spray. 

In September, we returned to Cartwright 
to lift lines from one of Bruce Martin’s 
speedboats, before heading further north to 
learn about kayaks (or Kajak in Inuktitut). 
We met Ross Flowers in Hopedale who 
completed a sealskin kayak in 2016. He 
described the building process and talked 
about the special waterproof stitch that was 
used to sew nine pelts around the wooden 
frame. 

In Nain, we met Noah Nochasak and learned 
about the significance of kayaks to traditional 
Inuit lifeways and the work that is being done 
by the Nunatsiavut Government to safeguard 
kayak knowledge for future generations. 
Unlike boats shaped with moulds, kayaks 
are designed to fit the physical dimensions 
of the individual and accommodate their 
usage needs. For example, a kayak used 
for long distance travel would require more 
cargo capacity, whereas one built for hunting 
would need to be more maneuverable. Lead 
of the Kajak Revival Program, Noah helps 
community members design and build their 
own kayaks and provides on-the-water 
training to teach paddling skills. 

Speed boat built by Bruce Martin, Cartwright. 

Speed boat built by Howard Mesher, Cartwright 

Sealskin Kajak built by Ross Flowers, Hopedale.

Noah Nochasak shows Folklorist Crystal Braye kayak paddle with traditional Inuit bladeMotor boat in Mary's Harbour



Out and About

Look Aft and Learn is Our Motto
Seafarers commonly say “look aft” to mean look behind, to the rear and the wake of the vessel. As a wooden
boat museum, we feel it is a fitting expression that shows our commitment to looking to our history and
heritage as a means of learning for the future.

Rodney 
Workshop
Under the guidance 
of Jerome Canning, 
participants will 
build a 16'4" rodney 
originally designed 
and built by Marcus French of Winterton, Trinity Bay.  
Learn about traditional boat uses, designs and building 
techniques in Newfoundland and Labrador while actively 
constructing the backbone, placing moulds and battens, 
and shaping timbers and planks. Boat will be completed 
over a 12-week period.
The course will take place Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from January 8 to -March 28, 2019, and is 
hosted by the Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Faculty of Education in the technical education workshop, 
Room ED 3050 of the G.A. Hickman Building on the 
MUN main campus in St. John’s. To register please visit 
our website at www.woodenboatmuseum.com  
or call 709-583-2070.

Boat Building Workshops
Wooden Boat Building Workshops offer visitors the 
opportunity to learn the skills required to build a traditional 
Newfoundland punt or dory. Participants can take part in  
full-day or weeklong workshops for a unique cultural 
experience suitable for the whole family (ages 13+). 
Register online at www.woodenboatnl.com/workshops  
or call 709-583-2044.

Junior 
Builders
Our Junior Builders 
Program (ages 5-12) takes 
place every Thursday 
and Sunday in July 
and August. Activities 
combine museum learning with hands-on practice to build 
team-work skills and develop an appreciation for local  
heritage. For more information, or to register visit  
http://woodenboatmuseum.com/workshops/junior-builders

Merry Christmas
On behalf of the Wooden Boat Museum board of directors and staff,  

we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy,  prosperous new year.


