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As an organization, we pride ourselves on the preservation
of intangible cultural heritage in Newfoundland and
Labrador. Our Motto is
Look Aft and Learn, and
we like to give everyone
a chance to participate
hands on in the skills we
work so hard to preserve.
It was in this spirit that the
heritage skills competition
was born at the Annual
Conference in September.
Vernon Petten, Port de Grave,

thanks to Chef Howard Cooper), six teams geared up for the
Heritage Skills Challenge. Some of the spouses were members
of the teams and as they
awaited their turn, there
was much laughter and
lots of chatter as friends
caught up on the news
since the last Wooden
Boat conference. The
marina attracted lots of
onlookers, curious tourists,
politicians and locals as
Skulling Competition
there was friendly cheering
and jeering to urge on
the teams and an overall
genuine feeling of great
camaraderie was evident as
the Challenge took place.

The brain child of
board member Bruce
Whitelaw, delegates at the
conference were given the
chance to observe experts
in the traditional methods
of knitting nets, tying
a withe, filleting a fish,
sculling a punt, rowing a
punt and hauling a lobster
pot!
All of these newly learned
skills were going to be put
to the test at the Heritage
Skills Challenge later in
the afternoon.

teaching knit netting

Leo Hearn, Petty Harbour,
teaching fish filleting

Out & About.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Alf Manual, Twillingate,
teaching whiff tying

After a tasty fish and
brewis lunch (many
Heritage Skills Winner - Harbour Grace Ocean Enterprises

After the points were tallied
and egos and pride were
dashed by many, Team
Harbour Grace Ocean
Enterprises were awarded
first prize for their skills and
their spirit. Although this
was the first Heritage Skills
Challenge, it won’t be the
last. Everyone is invited
to a rematch at the Trinity
Seduction in Fall 2016.

A Snap Shot of the Annual
Conference Spouses Program
The following article was submitted to the Wooden Boat Museum
of Newfoundland and Labrador by Lona Stone, a spouses program
participant as part of the Annual Wooden Boat Museum Conference.
The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and
Labrador archives, conserves, exhibits and transmits
our wooden boat history and its contribution to the
province’s economy and way of life.
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Membership:
Individual membership is $30 and includes
unlimited free admission to the Wooden Boat
Museum in Winterton for one year (and 10 per
cent discount on guest admissions); 10 per cent
discount at the museum store in Winterton; and
free subscription to Wooden Boat News.
For information on other membership
categories and benefits, contact Beverley King.
Phone 709-583-2070 or email
bkingheritage@gmail.com.

The 8th Annual Wooden Boat Museum
Annual Conference was held in
Harbour Grace at the Admiral's Marina
on September 11 and 12, 2015. The
weather certainly cooperated on Friday
with calm waters, a gentle breeze and
warm sunny skies. After registration
and welcomes, conference members
and their spouses enjoyed a fabulous
breakfast hosted by the Legendary
Coasts Eastern Newfoundland. Thank
you to Kathy Stacey, Pauline Masters
and Andrew Hiscock!

Getting Started

Saturday morning was a rainy day, therefore the spouses’ agenda had to be
altered. Instead of doing a walking tour of the Heritage District of Harbour
Grace, we met at the Conception Bay Museum and the Board Chairperson, Pat
Collins, gave a tour of the museum and shared his expert knowledge with a
humorous and informative talk about the history and the collection held in the
former customs house.
The spouses returned to the Harbour Breeze where we joined the conference
attendees for lunch. Chef Gary Gosse and his staff served the perfect meal for
a wet day, soup, sandwiches and dessert! Delicious!
Fortified, the spouses made their way to DozenOdd Galleries on Water Street
in Carbonear. Paula Flood and Natalie Austin greeted us and Paula proceeded
to teach us the heritage craft of braiding and sewing together a trivet.
Everyone was quite enthusiastic to see who could get their 14 feet of braiding
done first! Our afternoon was spent with lots of laughter and friends helping
friends learn a new, old skill. Of course, Paula and Natalie could not let the
afternoon go by without a cup of tea and sweets! Thank you ladies, it was a
fantastic treat to visit and view the beautiful handmade crafts and art work
done by local artisans of Newfoundland and Labrador.
The day ended back at the Harbour Breeze in Harbour Grace with the
Conference Dinner followed by a Kitchen Party. Again, the meal was
superb and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone as was the music of the many
exceptionally talented local musicians. Many thanks are extended to all who
helped to make the spouses events so memorable, entertaining and worthwhile!

Newsletter:
Wooden Boat News is published four times
a year. Members contribute most of the
information and photos for this publication.
Chief Editor:
Rhonda McMeekin
Inquiries and Mailing:
Beverley King, Secretary
Trivet Workshop at DozenOdd Galleries

WBMNL Hosts First Family Workshop
WMBNL Partners with “Island Rooms” for Family
Dory Building Workshop

Participants assembling full size dory

The Family Dory Building Workshop held on Saturday
August 12th was an incredible success! We were pleased to
have front page coverage in The Telegram for this ground
breaking workshop.
It was a true partnership with Island Rooms in Petty Harbour
who hosted the event, provided the perfect venue for our
workshop and then enhanced the experience with seafood
and a chance to row a dory on the harbour. We are also
pleased to announce this was our first family workshop held
in the greater St. John's area. This unique location, situated
in the centre of Petty Harbour, allowed us an opportunity to
show the public what we do. Our flag was prominent and
attracted the attention of locals and tourists alike who were
not only interested in what the participants were doing but
by the skills and stories of our very own master boat builder,
Jerome Canning.
Our Family Dory workshop provides a unique experience
for families to work together over a day to truly create
something together that included all members of the family,
from young children to older. For more information on
how to get involved in any of our workshops, including our
family workshops be sure to visit our website —

Our Partners - Fishing For Success - Kim Orren & Leo Hearn

http://woodenboatmuseum.com/workshops/
boat-building-workshops
Thanks to Kimberly and Leo at Island Rooms for being
such good hosts and partners and we look forward to
working with them again in the future.

Participants rowing dory in Petty Harbour

Out and About
New Board of
Directors Elected –
New Board peppered with
fresh and familiar faces
Wooden Boat
Heritage 2016 –
Trinity Seduction
A Trinity Seduction is a three day conference
designed to explore non-traditional roles for the
traditional wooden boat and ways to safeguard
the intangible cultural heritage associated with
traditional boat building and boast design and
boatmanship.
Our comprehensive sponsorship package offers a
broad range of opportunities to support this event
and also allows you to engage and interact at the
actual event. In addition, at respective levels you
will directly be supporting the development of
lasting programs for education and programs in
our schools, and the engagement of youth at risk
in our community.
To learn more about becoming a supporter,
contact Beverley at 709-583-2070 or
email inquiries@woodenboatmuseum.com

Seasons Greetings
from all of us at
Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland & Labrador

A new Board of Directors was elected at the
Annual Conference. The following people make
up your Board of Directors 2015-2016.
Jim Dempsey – Chair/President
Chris Osmond – Vice Chair/Vice President
Wallace Pinhorn – Treasurer
Beverley King – Secretary
Directors
Chris Brookes
Barry Darby
Heather Elliott
Everett Fancey
Frank French
Rhonda McMeekin
Ray Piercey
Heather Wareham
Bruce Whitelaw
Many thanks to our outgoing Directors for the
time and work you’ve contributed to help grow
our organization.
Terry Hickey
Stephen Cooper
Cle Newhook
Mark Wareham
On Behalf of the Wooden Boat Museum of
Newfoundland and Labrador, its employees, members,
sponsors and Board of Directors we want to wish you
and yours a very Merry Christmas and a healthy and
prosperous 2016.

Look Aft and Learn is Our Motto
Seafarers commonly say “look aft” to mean look behind, to the rear and the wake of the vessel. As a wooden
boat museum, we feel it is a fitting expression that shows our commitment to looking to our history and
heritage as a means of learning for the future.

