
Gathering Good 
People in a Circle 
of Conversation.
Join us for Wooden Boat 
Heritage 2016 
The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and 
Labrador is proud to invite you to take part in Wooden 
Boat Heritage 2016 from October 4-6th, now to be hosted 
in the St. John’s area. Venues include the Johnson Geo 
Centre, the Marine Institute and outdoors in picturesque Petty 
Harbour.

Wooden Boat Heritage will be two days designed to explore 
non-traditional roles for the traditional wooden boat. Putting 
the intangible cultural assets associated with the design, 
construction and operation of wooden boats to new purpose.

This conference will be of particular interest to anyone who 
has a passion for wooden boats, tourism, education or the 
safe guarding of intangible cultural heritage. Participants will 
be encouraged to work together across various disciplines 
to develop unique ways and programs to celebrate all that 
wooden boats have to offer. 

Registration fees for the event are $300.00 ($270.00 
for WBMNL members). To register OR for additional 
information, please visit our website at 
www.woodenboatheritage.ca or contact Beverly 
at 709-583-2070.

storytellers featured 
at the conference will 
include: 

AdAM GReeN, Rocking the Boat from The 
Bronx, New York City. Adam developed a program 
that used the process of building and using wooden 
boats as a way to educate and empower young 
people from underserved communities.

XABieR AGOTe, Albaola Sea Factory of 
the Basque, Pasaia, Basque Country. Xabier is a 
heritage boat builder, expert in Basque traditional 
boats and a cultural promoter. 

dR. ROB SheA, Marine Institute, St. John’s, 
NL. Armed with an arsenal of degrees in political 
science, social work, education and a doctorate 
in higher education leadership Rob will lead 
participants in reflection around the value of 
Experiential Learning and the Potential to Excite

And many, many more! For more details 
on the program and speakers please visit 
www.woodenboatheritage.ca
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www.woodenboatnl.com

Individual membership is $30 and includes 
unlimited free admission to the Wooden Boat 
Museum in Winterton for one year (and 10 per 
cent discount on guest admissions); 10 per cent 
discount at the museum store in Winterton; and 
free subscription to Wooden Boat News.

For information on other membership 
categories and benefits, contact Beverley King.
Phone 709-583-2070 or email 
bkingheritage@gmail.com.

Wooden Boat News is published four times
a year. Members contribute most of the 
information and photos for this publication.

Chief editor:
Rhonda McMeekin

inquiries and Mailing:
Beverley King, Secretary

The Wooden Boat Museum of Newfoundland and 
Labrador archives, conserves, exhibits and transmits 
our wooden boat history and its contribution to the 
province’s economy and way of life.

Heritage Fair  
Provincial Winners
We are happy to announce 
the regional winners of this 
year’s NL Heritage Fair 
“Wooden Boat Heritage 
Award” – Kira Bath – St. 
Peter’s Junior High (Avalon 
Region); Amy Vivian and 
Kelly-Lynn Hunt (Central 
Region); Callie Loveless 
(Vista Region) and TJ Flynn 
(Western Region).

Congratulations to Amy and 
Kelly-Lynn on winning the 
Provincial award for their 
project, entitled Blackwood 
Schooner. Their project tells the story of how a schooner out of Port Nelson 
ran into the rugged cliffs just north of Little Catalina. Of the nine crew 
members, seven men and one woman perished, while one man survived.

Amy and Kelly-Lynn will have their project on display at Wooden Boat 
Heritage 2016 event in October – we look forward to hearing them tell  
us the story!

Fishing For Success at Island Rooms of Petty Harbour, a nonprofit that 
promotes the fishing heritage of Newfoundland & Labrador, is one of the 
Wooden Boat Museum's community partners. They are proud to announce 
the Heritage Fair winners of their complementary award, "The Island Rooms 
Fishing Heritage Award." Regional winners include: Samuel Benson of 
Menihek High School, Corey Normore of Labrador Straits Academy, Alexis 
Hackett of Fortune Bay Academy, and Makara Day of Lewisporte Academy. 

The provincial winner of 
"The Island Rooms Fishing 
Heritage Award" is Kelsey 
Molloy of Holy Trinity High 
School. Her project, "A Grand 
Life," provided a heartfelt 
and detailed portrayal of 
the life of an inshore fishing 
family as they prosecuted the 
traditional cod fishery. Kelsey 
will attend and also display 
her project at Wooden Boat 
Heritage 2016 in October. 
Make certain to attend the 
October conference, stop by 
and ask Kelsey to teach you to 
knit a net! Congratulations to 
all our regional and provincial 
winners! 

WBMNL Heritage Fair Winners,  
Amy Vivian and Kelly-Lynn Hunt

The Island Rooms Fishing Heritage  
Award Winner - Kelsey Molloy



Earlier this summer 
I travelled to South 
Korea take part in the 
2016 International 
Conference on the 
Culture of Jeju 
Haenyeo [Women 
Divers] hosted 
by the Korean 
Society for Cultural 
Anthropology and 
the Society for 
Jeju Studies. I was 
invited to participate in a session entitled, “Regional and 
Ethnographic Museums in the World,” where I presented 
alongside two other speakers from Japan and Croatia. 

The conference took place on Jeju Island, a province off 
the southern tip of South Korea known for their haenyeo, 
hareubangs and incredible natural landscapes. While the 
focus of the conference surrounded the haenyeo, the larger 
theme of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage bridged 
this tradition with the wooden boats of Newfoundland and 
Labrador. 

Haenyeo (‘sea women’) are female divers who harvest 
seafood by hand from ocean floor. Without using breathing 
equipment, haenyeo dive as deep as ten metres to collect 
abalone, conch, octopus and other sea creatures. Practiced 
for hundreds of years on Jeju Island, changes in the economy 
has resulted in a decline of haenyeo since the 1970s. Today, 
almost all haenyeo are over fifty years old, with an average 
age that continues to climb. 

Like the haenyeo 
tradition of Jeju, 
wooden boat 
building in our 
province has also 
declined with 
changes in the 
economy. Both are 
orally transmitted 
traditions which need 
to remain relevant 
in the present to be 
passed on to our next 
generations. 

Encompassing more than occupational skills, traditions 
of both divers and boat builders include songs, rituals, 
beliefs and practices that have influenced their local culture. 
Both have become symbols of heritage and can be seen to 
represent ideals that connect people to place.

The culture of Jeju Haenyeo is currently under review to 
be added to UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, which includes practices and 
expressions that “demonstrate the diversity of heritage and 
raise awareness about its importance." (UNESCO). 

Although Canada is not yet a signatory on the UNESCO 
Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, our Provincial Strategic Cultural Plan recognizes 
the value of safeguarding heritage. The Wooden Boat 
Museum strives to contribute through documenting, 
celebrating, transmitting and supporting the intangible 
cultural heritage of wooden boat building and use.

safeguarding Heritage in south Korea 
By Crystal Braye

Statue of Jeju haenyeo 

Dol hareubang (“stone grandfather”) 
statues found throughout Jeju  

Island are believed to offer  
protection and fertility 

Hyeopjae beach

Seongsan Ilchulbong (Sunrise Peak),  
UNESCO World Natural Heritage site



Out and About

Weeklong Boat  
Building Workshops
DORY – August 29 – Sept. 2

PUNT – September 12-16

Space is still available in our upcoming weeklong 
workshops! Register online or call 709-583-2070  
or 709-583-2044.

Become a  
WBMNL Board Member!
Are you interested in becoming more involved in the 
Wooden Boat Museum? 

Do you want to help shape the future of this exciting and 
successful organization?

Are you willing to donate your time and efforts to ensure 
the preservation of our wooden boat heritage?

We are now accepting nominations for the 2016-2017 
Board of Directors. Contact Beverley King at  
709-583-2070. 

Win A TRADiTionAL  
14' WooDEn RoDnEY

Tickets can be purchased at the Wooden Boat Museum in 
Winterton, Lester Garland house in Trinity or on our 
website at www.woodenboatnl.com.

We’re also enlisting the help of our members to help with 
ticket sales! If you’d like to help out call Glennys at  
709-583-2044 and she’ll have the tickets sent to you.

Draw will take place on October 7th, 2016.

Look Aft and Learn is our Motto
Seafarers commonly say “look aft” to mean look behind, to the rear and the wake of the vessel. As a wooden
boat museum, we feel it is a fitting expression that shows our commitment to looking to our history and
heritage as a means of learning for the future.

Many Thanks  
to our sponsors
Many thanks to our Wooden Boat Heritage 2016 
sponsors that have pledged their support. 

Interested in becoming a sponsor?  
Contact Gord at 709-746-3023 or  
Beverley at 709-583-2070.

Xabi Agote David Taylor

International Speaker Sponsors

Young And Old Luncheon Sponsor Bronze Sponsor

Silver Sponsor


